Appendix  IV.

to the prisoners, and for the due administration of justice, that
the trial should be postponed till an. impartial jury could be
obtained. It had been stated, fo<r example, of John Thurtell
that he had walked about with an air-gun to shoot Mr. Barber
Beaumont. Could this be borne with patience? Could it be
suffered that he was to be accused of all sorts of crimes'? Con-
spiracies to commit murder on a large scale had also been
attributed to John Thurtell; he had been represented as addicted
to women; and conversations had been published, as held by him
in prison, which were of the most revolting nature. Under all
these circumstances, everybody must be convinced that it was
impossible the prisoners could now have a fair trial. The
learned counsel concluded by imploring the judge, for the sake
of justice as well as humanity, to postpone the trial till the
excitement and the novelty were over.

Mr. GURNET said that he appeared as counsel for no one of
the parties concerned in the transaction, but on the part of the
county, and what few remarks he had to offer would be entirely
dictated by his duty to the justice of the country. No ground
for postponing the trial could be more fallacious than that first
stated by his learned friend, as to John Thurtell not having
had time sufficient to prepare his defence. If the application
had rested on that alone, it would have been untenable. He
was committed on the 1st November, five weeks ago; on the
12th an application had been made by Mr. Jay to have access
to him, and between the 13th and 16th Mr. Fenton had applied,
not asked for, however, by Thurtell; lie wished not for Mr.
Fenton, and did not at the time complain. The mandamus
applied for in the Court of King's Bench, to admit Mr. Jay,
was instantly granted; and there was no reason whatever for
- stating that John Thurtell had not received professional assist-
ance in time now to enable him to stand his trial. Another
ground of complaint was the admission of witnesses, by magis-
trate's, to identify the prisoner, by which he had been disturbed
and prevented from preparing for his defence; but a more
improper objection could not be made. It was kind to him to
inform him what witnesses could be brought against him, and
what they would have to say against him. He came then to
another important point; and he would say that he had read
many of the publications alluded to with great attention, and
certainly thought they were well calculated to defeat the ends
of public justice and make the trial, whatever might be its
results, less satisfactory. There could be no doubt that the
ex parte statements published in this case of murder aggravated
it to the highest degree. He blushed for England and for
Englishmen that when this murder was represented they had
not hissed the actor off the stage for exhibiting a man as guilty
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